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By Vaac Bickerfaff Efq; 5 


For when upon their ungot Heirs, 
Th Entail themfelves and all that’s theirs, 
What blinder Bargain e'er was driv'n, 

er Maid at Six and Seven, 


Or We 
To pafs themfelves away, and turn 
Their Children’s Tenants eer they're born? 


Hadibras. 





From Saturday September 9. to Tuefday September 12. 1710. 


Fram my own Apartment, September Il. 


H AVE been very much folicited by Cla 
rinda, Flavia, and Lyfetta, to reaflume my 
Difcourfe concerning the Methods of difpa- 
fing honourably the unmarried Part of the 
World, and taking off thofe Bars to it, Join- 

tures atid Settlements, which are not only the 
grcatelt Impediments towards entring into 


~ State, but alfo the frequent Caufes of Dittruft and 


Animofity in it after itis confummated. 1 have 
with very much Attention confidered this Cate; 
and among all the Obtervations that I have made 
through a long Courfe of Years, I have thought 
the Coldnefs of Wives to their Husbands, as well 
as Difre(pect from Children to Parents,: to arife 
from this one Source. This Trade for ‘Minds and 
Bodies in the Lump, without Regard to either, but 
as they are accompanied with fuch Sums of Money, 
and fuch Parcels of Land, cannot but produce a 
Commerce between the Parties concerned, {uitable 
to the mean Motives upon which they at firft came 
together, I have heretofore given an Account, 
that this Method of making Settlements was firtt 


| invented by a griping Lawyer, who made Ufe of 


the covetous Tempers of the Parents of each Side to 
force Two young People into thele vile Meaiures of 
Difhdence, for no other End but to increafe the 
Skins of Parchinent, by which they were-put into 
each other's Poficifion, out of each other's Power. 
The Law of our Country has given an ample aud 
generous Provifion for the Wife, even the Third of 
the Husband's: Eftate, and left to her good Hu- 
mour and his Gratitude the Expectation ot fur- 
ther Provifion; but the fantaltical Method of 
going further, with Relation to their Heirs, has 
a Foundation in nothing but Pride and Folly. 
For as all Men with their Children as. like them- 
felves, and as much better as they can poflibly, it 
fcems montirous that we thould give out of our 
felves the Opportunities of rewarding and difcou- 
raging them according to their Deferts. This wife 
Inftitution has no‘more Scnte th it, than if a Man 
fhould begin a Deed with, “ Whereas no Man h- 
* ving knows how long he thall continue to be a 
* jeafonable Creature, or an honett Man: And 
‘whereas I 8. am going to enter in the State of 
* Matrimony with Mrs. D. thereiore § thatt trom 
* henceforth meke it indifferent to ng whether from 
* this Tume for ward FE fhall be a Fool or a Knave ; 


- © and therefore in full and awh: Health of Body, 


‘ and as found Mind, not knowing which of my 


Children will prove better or worl, 1 give to 
‘my Firlt-born, be he perverte, ungratctul, im- 
‘pions, or crucl, the Lump and Bulk of my 
* Eltate, and leave One Years Purchaie only to 


* each of m Childven, whether they thall 
* be brave 4 Gesenital, mee A ee from 
* the Time of the Date hereof, wherein J refign 
* my Senfes, and hereby promtfe to employ my 
* Judgment no further in the Diftribution of my 
* Worldly Goods from the Day of the Date here- 
* of; hereby further confeffing and covenanting, 
: - i am from henceforth matried, and dead in 
w 


There is no Man that is converfant in modern 
Settlements but knows this is an exact Tranflation 
of what is inferted in thefe Inftruments, Men’s 
Paffions could only make them fubmit to fuck 
Terms; and therefore all unreafonabie Bargains in 
Marriage ought to be fet afide, as well ag Deeds 
extorted from Men under: Force or in Prifon, who 
are altogether.as much Mafters of their Actions, as 
he - “9 ~~ —_— Patfion. 
| How ftrangely Men are fometimes ial to 
themiclves, appears by the Rapine of hiss th that has 
z Daughter's uty under his Direton. He will 
make no Scrupie of ufing it to force from het Lover 
as much of his Eftate as is worth rocoo /. and at 
> mee mn | as a ee. on the Bench, will 

pare no Pains ta nged that lias taken 
“~~ Horfe — a . ms 

At is to be hoped, the Legiflature wilt in due 
Time take this of Robbery into Confidera- 
tion, and not fiafitr Men to prey upon each other, 
when they are about making the moft folemn 
League, and _ into the ftriéteft_ Bonds. 
The only fure Remedy is te fix a certain Rate on 
every Woman's Fortune; one Price for that of a 
Maid, and another for a Widow: For it is of in- 
finite Advantage, that there thould be no Frauds 
or Uncertainties in the Sale of our Women. 

If any Man thould exceed the fettied Rate, he 
ought ‘to be at Liberty, after 7 Years are over, 
which Time his Love _ be fuppofed to abate a 
little, if it is not founded upon Reafon, to re- 
nounce the Bargain, and be freed from the Settie- 
ment upon reitoring the Portion ; as a Youth mar- 
ried under Fourteen Years old may be off if he 
pleafes when he comes.to that Age, and as a Mati 
1s diicharged from all Bargains but that of Maqriage 
made when he is under Twenty one, 

It _ggieves ime when ‘I confides, that thefe Re- 
ftraints upon Matrimony take away the Advantage 
we thould otherwile have over other Couniies, 
which are funk much by thote great Checks upon 
Propagation, the Convents, It is thought chiefly ow- 
ing to thefe that Jraly and Spain want above half their 
Complement of People. Were the Price of Wives 
always fixed and fettled, it would contribute to 
filling the Nation more than all the Encourage 
ments than Can poilibly be given to Fogcigners 10 
traniplant themielyes hither, 


~~ 


i there, 





I therefore as Cenfor of Britain, till a Law is 
made, will: lay down Rules, which thal} be obferved 
with Penalty of degrading ail that brek them into 
Pretty Fellows, Smarts, Squibs, Hunting-Horns, 


Drums, and Bagpipes. = 

The Females that are guilty of bréaking myg®r- 
ders, 1 thall . refpectively Prongunge to be Kits, 
Hornpipes, Dulcimers, and Kettle-Drums. Such 
Widows as wear the Spoils of one Husband, I will 
bury, if they attempt to rob another. 

I ordain, That no Wontan ever demand One 
Shilling to be paid after her:Husband’s Death, 
inore than the very Sum the brings him, or an 
Equivalent for it in Leek :, 

_ That no Settlement be made in which the Man 
fettles on his Children more than the Reverfion of 
the Jointure, or the Value of it in Money ; fo that 
at his Death he may in the Whole be bound to pay 
his Family but Double to what he has received, £ 
would have the eldeft, as well as the reft, have his 
Provifion out of this. 

When Men are not able to come up to thofe Set- 
tlements I have propofed, [ would have them re- 
cetve fo much of the Portion only as they can come 
up to, and the relt to go to the Woman by Way of 
Pin-Monty, ,6r feparate Maintenance. In this, I 
think » © depermined: equally between the Two 

exes 


If any Lawyer varies from thefe Rules, or is 
above Two Days in drawing a Marriage Settle- 
ment, or wjes more Wards in it than one Skin of 
Parcliment. will contain, or takes above Five Pound: 
“i drawing it, 1 would have him thrown over the 

ar. ” 

Were thefe Rules obferved, a Woman with 
{inall Fortune and a great deal of Worth would be 
iure to marry according to her Deterts, if the 
Man’s' Eftate were to be Jefs incumbered, in Pro- 
portion as her Fortune is lefs than he might have 
with others, 

A Man of a great deal of Merit, and not much 
Eftate, might be chofen for his Wort, becaufe it 
would not be difficult for him to make a Settle- 
ment. ; 

The Man that loves a Woman beft, would not 
lofe her for not being able to bid fo much as ands. 
ther, or for net complying with an extravagant 
Demand. 

A. tine Woman would no more be fet up to 
Auction as the is now. When a Man puts in for 
her, her Friends or her felf take Care to publith 
i¢ ; and the Man that was the firft Bidder is made 
no other Uie of but to raife the Price. He that 
loves her, will continue in waiting as jong as the 
picates, (if her Fortune be thought equal to his) 
and under Pretence of fome Failure in the Rent- 
Roil, or Dificulties in drawing the Settlement, he 
x put off tM a better-Bargain is made with ano- 
ther. 7 

All the rctt of the Sex that are not rich or beauti- 
ful to the higieft Degree, are plainly Guiners, and 
would be married fo talt, that the leait Charming 
of them would foon grow Beauties to the Batche- 
i015, 

Widows inight be eafily married, if shey would 
not, as they do now, ict up for diicreet, only by 
being mercenary. 

The making Matrimony cheap and seafie, would 
be the greateit Diicouragement to Vice. The li- 
initing the Expence of Children would not make 
Men ‘tll inclined, or afraid of having them ina re- 
gulir Way; and the Men of Merit would not live 
unmarried, as they often do now, becaule the 
Goodneis of a Wife cannot be infured to ‘ein; but 
the Lots of an Eftate ts certain, and a Man would 
never have the Affliction of i. worthlels Eeiradded 
to that oy a bad: Wale. 

1 an the more {erious, large and particular, on 
this Sutyect, beeaufe my Lucubrations defigned for 
the Eicouragement of Virtue cannot have the de- 
tied Succats, as long as this Incuimbrance of Settle. 
Hichis CCiutwucs pon Matrimony. 


—* 


Errata in the laf Tatler : In the laft Line y she 
Column, dele or have a Mind to take their “4 
Col. 2. Line 3. for very ancient Extraction, read great 
Antiquity. Line17. for Way, r.Method. Line 27, 
for MoSturnal, 7.Midnight. Col. 3, L. 8: for their, 


v. 
Advertifensints. 


ee There is now to be delivered to Sub{criber 
by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner of Beauford. Build? 
ings in the Strand, and John M near Stationers-Hall, 
The Second Volume ot the LUCUBRATIONS of Ifaac 
Bickeritaff Efq;'in O&avo, on a fine Royal and Medium Papers, 
*,” There being: joft finith’'d, The Antiquities of 
St. Peter’s, or che Adbey-Church of Weftmintter, containing all 
the Infcriptions and Epitaphs upon'the Tombs, Monuments and 
Graveltones, with an Account of the moft eminent Perfona 
and their Coats of Arms truly emblazoned, which renders 
this the moft perfect Book of Heraldry yet ex:ant ; fome one or 
other of moft K'antilies in England of any Note being interred in 
this Cathedral : And for the turther adorning and compleating 
this Work, ‘thé Publication will be deterred one Month trem the 
Dare bereot.; that if any Pesfons, whofe Relations have Monu- 
meats erected in this Church, will be pleafed to fubtcribe Two 
‘Guinea’s, they fhatl have {uch Monuments curioufly engraven by 
th: beft Hands, and a Book neatly bound and gilt prefinted to 
each Subfcriber, feveral Perfons of Quality hiving already fub- 
feribed, Thofe Plates that are engraven, as likewife the Book, 
may be feen at J. Pemberton’s at the Buck and Sun againtt 
St. Dunftan’s Church in Fleetitreet, by whom Sub{criptions are 
taken in. N. Bs No Subfcriptions will be taken in after the 
Time above mention’d e. 

ny San fir Men and Women, of Sitk, Stuffs, 
and Callicoes (being the Goods of Perfans that failed) which 
were to be difpafed of at the Olive-Tree and Still, are ni to be fold 
at the Golden Sagar-Loaf up one Pair of Stairs, ever-agairft the 
Herfe at Charing-Crofs ; with a fresh Parcel at very a Rates, 
the Price being Jet on each Gown. 


THis is to inform all Lovers of Art, that there are 
® Three fine Original Piftures of OGava Venus, which are 
juft come from Abroad ; and the Gentleman that owas them is 
obliged to go Abroad ageio in Ten Days at farcheft ; ,and chefe 
Pictures are obliged to be fuld before that Time, at reafonable 
Rates, They are to be feen at Mrs. Savage’s,over -agaibit the Rofe 
and Crown in Lofig-acre, where conitane Attendanee is given, 
A Fathionable Coach, and a Four-wheel'd. Chaife, 

both new, to be fold a great Pennyworth, at the Queen's 
Arms Inn in Crouched-Fryars. 


F2 R Sale by the Candle, to Morrow, rhe 13th 
Inftant, at Lloyd’s Coffee-haufe in Lombard-ftreet, at 5 in 
the Airernoon, 23 Jars of very fine and right Lucca Oil, an en- 
tire Parcel, imported from Leghorn, and lately landed, now un- 
der a Barber's the Corner of St. Martin’s-lane in Cannon- 
ftreet; 26 Pipes: Hhds. and Quarter Casks, of new White 
Malmfey atid’Red Maderas Wines, neat, and lately landed, ly- 
ing in the Alley on Cox-Key between Billingfgate and: London- 
Bridge ; 14 Pipes of very good Red Wine fit tor Drayght, and 6 
Burs of new Bene-Carlcs, sn a Cellar near the Horfe and Trume 
pet in Crouched-Friars.  Alfo Hlids. of French Whire, White 
and Red Lisbon Wine, Rhenifh, Sherry, flasks of Florence, Bot- 
tles of wee! Coope’s Tocls, &c. in a Ceilar over againit tte 
Tun Alchoufe ia Buttolph-Alicy, between Buttolph-lane and 
Loveelane. All to be f2en this Day from 7 to 1, and froma 
to 6, and to Morrow till the Hour of Sale. To be fold by Tho. 
Tomkins, Brokcr, in Scething-lane, between Tower-ftreet 
and Crouched. Fryars. 


FOR Sale by the Candie, on Thurfday next the 14th 
Inftant, at Lloyd’s Coffee-houfe in Lombard-ftreet, at 6 in 
the Afternoon, 41 Burts and 7 Hhds of new excellent Barcelona 
Wines, very deep, bright and ftrong ; near, the entire Cargo of 
the St. Perer of Dublin, lying in a Ground Ware-houfe in the 
Alley on Cox-Key, between London.bridge and Billingfgare. 
To be feen this Day and to Morrow, trom 7 tot, and trm2 
to 6, and all Therfday till che Hour of Sale. To be fold by 
T. Tomkins, Broker, in Secthing-Lane, between Tower-{treec 
and Crouchec-"ryars. 
R. Stoétron’s Sale of Goods, at the Bell in Hen- 
riecta-{treer, Cuvenr- Garden, being very far advanced, 
and inrended'to be drawn before Michaelmas, in York- Buildings, 
by Parifh-Boys, &¢. it is defired, that thofe Gentlemen and La- 
dies wh» are willing to adventure, would be expeditious in ta- 
king off the remaining Tickets, at 2s. each, the highett Prize 
1co I. and but 12 Blanks toa Prize. Tickets miay_ be liad like- 
wife at Mr, Amfon’s at the Gold Ring at the Corner of Salisbury- 
Court in Fleerltreee ; and at Mrs. Marsiot’s, a Milliner, in New- 
‘ ftreet, Nore, this is (as may eafily be proved) the taireft and 
molt a¢vautagious Pecpofal of this kind ever publifh’d. 
Mé. Guthvidge’s Twelvepenny Sale of Goods, over 
apaintt Nortolk-ft:cer in the Strand, that is all Pass, 
is to be dhawn ar his Houfe, where every one c.. cerned may 
draw themfeives : It’s to begin this Day, being the 12th inftant, 
haviig a tew Tickers to cifpofé of. The Goods are, 2 Silver 
Tankard, a Clock and Cafe, 2 Silver Watches, 300 Lots ot Sil- 
ver Fea-Spoon’ and Salt-Spoons, and other Goods. The Six- 
penny Sale of all Prizes continues at the Place ab wwe-named, 
THE Tickets for Mrs. Sarah Brown's Sale of Kid- 
Gloves being not quite difpos’d of, the drawing of it will 
be deterred till Mondsy the firlt of October, and no longer. 
Tickets are to be had, at 3d, per Ticket, ar Mrs. Spiccr’s, Mil- 
jiner, at the Anchor over againit the Calle Tavern, Mleerktrecty 
of Mrs. Sarah Brown at che Three Foxcs iv Se. Clemen s-lane, 
Lombard-ftreet ; and of Mr. Lillie ar the Swan in Gracechurci- 
{tree’, where ’tis to be drawn. 


—) 





-_--— 


Said by Johm Morphew near Stationtrs- Fall ; where Advercifements arc taken in. 
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